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TITLE: Advertisement distribution system for distributing targeted advertisements in 
television systems 

PUBLICATION-DATE: June 27, 20 02 

INVENTOR- INFORMATION : 

NAME CITY STATE COUNTRY RULE- 4 7 

Eldering, Charles A. Doylestown PA US 

Gill, Komlika K. Cherry Hill NJ US 

APPL-NO: 09/ 748942 [PALM] 
DATE FILED: December 27, 2 000 

RELATED -US - APPL -DATA : 

Application is a non-provisional-of -provisional application 60/229156, filed August 
31, 2000, 

INT-CL: [07] H04 N 7/025, H04 N 7/10, G06 F 3/00, H04 N 5/445, G06 F 13/00 
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REPRESENTATIVE -FIGURES : 1 



Providing refreshed advertisements to subscriber equipment 210, such as a set-top 
box. A "client" application runs on the subscriber equipment 210 and includes a 
queue 4 04 for storing targeted advertisements, a processor 4 02 for monitoring the 
display of each advertisement to the subscriber, a counter 410 for counting each 
display, and a trigger circuit 406 for initiating an advertisement download each 
time it is determined that the queue of advertisements stored at the client 
application has reached a low- level threshold- An advertisement management system 
202 provides advertisements to the client application. These advertisements may be 
network-based advertisements or may be targeted to each individual subscriber, based 
on a subscriber profile that is provided by a subscriber characterization system 
204. 

[0001] This patent application claims benefit under 35 USC . sctn. 1 . 19 (e) of 
Provisional application No. 60/229,156 filed on Aug. 31, 2000 entitled Method and 
System for Addressable and Program Independent Advertising, which is incorporated 
herein by reference . 



ABSTRACT : 



1 of 1 



11/26/02 7:11 AM 



Record Display Form 



httD://westbrs:8Q02^ir^gatcxxe?f^dQ£&..■ 2=&p doc 3=&p doc 4=&p doc 5=&p doc 6= 



WEST 



□ 



Generate Collection 



Print 



L36: Entry 6 of 36 



File: PGPB 



Jun 27 , 2002 



DOCUMENT- IDENTIFIER: US 20020083443 Al 

TITLE: Advertisement distribution system for distributing targeted advertisements in 
television systems 



Detail Description Paragraph (27) : 

[0047] One technique for forming groups involves the utilization of geographic 
location information. Each group may consist of subscribers located in a particular 
state, city, or associated with a cable television node. Another technique for 
forming groups is based on knowledge of the viewership of the actual programming. 
For example, many companies collect data related to the viewing of the television 
programming and such information may be used to form subgroups. Once such collection 
of data, known as the Nielsen ratings, are based on samples of information related 
to the viewing of television programming. Other types of similar information are 
also available. The groups may be based on the actual viewership information, on an 
estimate of the current viewership, or on the statistical measurement of the 
viewership . 

CLAIMS : 

12. In a television network, a system for displaying targeted advertisements to 
subscribers, the system comprising: an advertisement management system for 
identifying targeted advertisements for a subscriber by correlating advertisement 
profiles with a subscriber profile, and generating at least one queue of targeted 
advertisements for the subscriber, wherein each of the at least one queue identifies 
a sequence for presenting the targeted advertisements to the subscriber; an 
advertisement distribution system for distributing the targeted advertisements and 
at least one of the at least one queue to the subscriber over the television 
network; and subscriber equipment for receiving the targeted advertisements and the 
at least one queue and displaying the targeted advertisements to the subscriber, the 
subscriber equipment including: a communications interface for communicating with 
said advertisement management system advertisement and said distribution system, 
memory for storing the targeted advertisements and the at least one queue, a 
processor, responsive to the queue, for inserting the targeted advertisements in 
program streams for display to the subscriber, and a trigger circuit for determining 
if the at least one queue has reached a low- level, wherein said subscriber equipment 
receives at least one additional queue in response to a low- level determination by 
said trigger circuit. 
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